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The Western Wall Plaza, Jerusalem
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The Datican

ALONA NITZAN-SHIFTAN

Since the Hebrew word dat means “religion,”
the caricaturist Zeev suggested naming the
events unfolding around the Western wall
“The Datican.” Ou July 28, Zeev depicted the
Minister of Religions celebrating his new-
found status. Before 1967 the ministry man-
aged a single ancient site of Jewish sanctity
in west Jerusalem. Now, at the upper left
corner of the caricature, the legendary gen-
¢ral director of the ministry dances next
to “the factory for the production of holy
sites,” while further below the minister
himself returns, gratified, from “an acqui-
sition tour in the West Bank,” Toaded with
holy sites such as Rachel's Tomb and the
Cave of the Patriarchs ih Hebron.
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At the center Zeev features the minister
hovering over his prime asset, the Western
Wall, Tike the Shechinah herself. He thus
authorizes the “Wall Guard,” another version
of himself, this time in a knight’s uniform, to
protect the wall from other aational agen-
cies that want a share. A couple of tousrists
at the bottom of the caricature articulate
the cartoonist's message (while an Orthodox
Jew seemingly covers his eyes to avoid the
sight of the sleeveless woman). Staring at
multiple signs declaring rules of holiness
and gender separation, the tourists won-
der, “Where is the wall?” The more pressing
question, however, was left open: which
party, the clerks of the Ministry of Religions
or the secular archaectogists and architects
who opposed them, would untie the rope
that held together the two figures in the
minister's hands—one labeled “religion,” the
other, “state.”
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Haarekz Opinions, 2 july 1967

The Diskotel

YESHAYAHU LEIBOWITZ
TH rush of  articles,
speeches, . . . and let-

ters to the press by religious, political,
and rabbinical figures concerning the
religious and national significance of
the liberation of the Kotel Ha’maara-
vi [Western Wall], about the religious
revival and national unity expressed
by the mass pilgrimage to the wall
at the feast of Shavuot ten days after
the liberation, etc., etc.—all call for
an unambiguous response.

From the time when the evil king
Manasseh, son of Hezekiah, erected
idols and graven images in the sanc-
tuary and set his son on fire in the
valley beneath the Temple Mount,
since the day when the Hellenistic
syrian king Antiochus Epiphanes
and his Hellenized Jewish servants
erected the “abomination of deso-
lation” in the temple, . . . there has
been no greater profanation than the
pilgrimage of two hundred thousand
Jews in twenty thousand vehicles
this last Shavuot, and the allocation
of special parking lots by the Israel
Police on the slopes of the Temple
Mount for the Sabbath visitors to
the wall, There has been no greater
contempt shown to the Torah and
Judaism than the thousands of Jews
<heading down to the Arab bazaars in
the 01d City every Sabbath to look for

As for the (purported] national
unity in the shadow of the wall,
here is my modest proposal: let the
plaza in front of the wall become
the site of the biggest discotheque
in Israel, and let it be called Disco-
theque Ha'shechina [discotheque
of the divine presence]. This should
satisfy every section of the nation:
the secular, by virtue of its being a
discotheque, and the religious, by its
invocation of the divine in its name.
This will be a marvelous symbol of
the national unity represented by
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National Religious Party [Mafdal] to
the United Workers’ Party [Mapam]
in the government and from the
Workers' Party of the Land of Israel
[Mapai] to the ultra-Orthodox
Agudat Yisrael in the Jerusalem
municipality; it will be the emblem
of the atheist / clerical regime of this
secular state that is recognized by
the public as religious.

Originally published in Haaretz (Tel Aviv), 21 July
1967; reprinted in the anthology judaism, the Jewish

bargains.

the wide coalition [ranging]} from the

People, and the State of Israel [in Hebrew] (Tel Aviv:
Schocken, 1979).
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Left: Zeev (Yaakov Farkash), “The Datican,” Haaretz, 18 July 1967
The Zeev Collection, Holon Comic and Caricature Museum. Courtasy of
Naomi Farkash-Fink and Dorit Farkash-Shuki
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The Western Wall Plaza, Jerusalem
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Sketch for the demolition of the Mughrabi Quarter, June 10, 1967. Courtesy of Israel State Archives
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Buildings in the Mughrabi Quarter, the Old City of Jerusalem,
with Dome of the Rock and the Temple Mount in the background,
1945. Photo: NF, GPO
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Finished,

Clean

TEDDY KOLLEK

ON JUNE 7, soon after our troops
reached the [Western] Wall, people from
throughout the city rushed there, and it was dif-
ficult for the soldiers to convince them to wait
until a cease-fire went into effect. When we de-
cided to allow the first pilgrimage in nineteen

years on the following Wednesday, the holiday
of shavuot, we expected hundreds of thousands
of people to take part. The pent-up feelings of
the generation would express themselves in
the chance to touch the stones of the Wall once
more, to pray at this holiest of the Holy Places.
But how would these hundreds of thousands
reach the Wall through the dangerous narrow
alleyways?

The only answer was to do away with the
slum hovels of the Moghrabi Quarter. I re-
ceived the go-ahead from Herzog, Narkiss, and
Dayan and called a meeting of Ya’acov Yanai,
Yigael Yadin, the architect Atieh Sharon, and
several others. My overpowering feeling was:
do it now; it may be impossible to do it later,
and it must be done. To make the decision for-
mal, I turned to my own Municipality group,
and they approved the move as well. Then the
archaeologists and other experts went to the
Wall and drew a map of exactly what should
be torn down and what should not and we
found proper accommodations for the families
that were living in those hovels. On the night
of Saturday, 10 June, the work of clearing the
Moghirabi Quarter began. In two days it was
done—finished, clean.

oOnce the Wall was made accessible, an
endless stream of people surged toward it. After
the Moghrabi area had been cleared, the next
obvious need was a road from West Jerusalem
to the wall. We had built a temporary route
across Mount Zion so that people could reach
the wall without crossing the Arab part of the
city, where some sniping was still going on.
On Saturday, June 11, [ arranged for this road
to be completed by the Shavuot holiday three
days later. It took some hustling to get the road
finished. But beginning at dawn, on Shavuot, in
spite of the unbearably hot desert wind (ham-
sin), more than 200,000 people visited the Wall.
- "
From the qutobiography of the former mayor of Jerusalem,
Teddy Kollek (1911-2007). Originally published in Teddy Koliek,

For jerusalem: A Life, with Amos Kallek {New York: Random
House, 1978).
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